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      “The love of Christ impels us!” Since he was installed a few months ago, our new Bishop 
John Barres, has been zealously visiting parishes and schools in our diocese. He has had 
excellent coverage in Newsday. It won’t be long before he visits us at St. Kilian! 

 The Bishop is on fire with the Holy Spirit to renew the Catholic church on Long Island. His 
efforts will bear fruit when the good people of the Catholic Church on Long Island enter into the 
spirit of outreach and invitation exemplified by our new Bishop.  He said that he imagines 
himself as a sort of point guard for the gospel; a basketball image from his days on the JV at 
Princeton University. 

   St. Francis of Assisi said “Preach every day, and sometimes use words.” The word 
‘evangelization’ has its roots in the Greek language. It means proclaiming the good news! Isn’t 
that something that we do as good Catholics just by living a virtuous life, worshiping the Lord 
each weekend, and showing kindness and generosity to the poor, and to our neighbors and 
friends? Do we not preach each day by our actions, the good example of our lives? Of course we 
do! 

      But there does come a time when we need to use words! 

      When we think of bearing witness to the good news, our first thought may be of religions that 
stress door to door evangelization. The Jehovah Witnesses and Mormons are noted for their zeal 
in knocking on doors and inviting people to become part of their faith communities. In fact, the 
fastest growing Christian churches in the United States have a very healthy outreach and 
invitation. Catholic Church has not had this evangelical passion. Because of this, the only reason 
that we are growing slightly as a Catholic Church is because of the influx of Hispanic 
immigrants who are very devout in their faith. Studies have revealed that one third of baptized 
Catholics in the United States, no longer practice their faith in regular worship of God. They 
have become lukewarm or uninterested. 

      As US Roman Catholics we have taken a more laid-back and introverted approach since 
Catholic immigrants first came to this nation. We met a hostile environment in the Protestant 
majority. It seemed best to adopt a low-key Catholicism. This has to change. The church exists to 
proclaim Jesus Christ to the world. Pope Paul VI, not long after the Second Vatican Council, 
offered these words in a 1974 encyclical: 

     “... After the Council (1962-1965) and thanks to the Council, which was a time given her by 
God, at this turning point of history, does the church not find herself better equipped to proclaim 
the Gospel and to put it into people’s hearts with conviction, freedom of spirit and 
effectiveness?” (On Evangelization in the Modern World) 



      Yes, we are better equipped as Catholics today than ever before, to take on the missionary 
task given to each of us by Jesus Christ. “Go, make disciples of all nations….” Catholics are 
reading the Scriptures each day (our bishops website has the daily readings available. 
USCCB.org). Bible study has taken hold in many Catholic parishes through adult faith formation 
and where small groups gather to break open the word and apply it to their lives. The Scriptures 
are proclaimed at Mass daily and each weekend. Catholics have become familiar with the word 
of God. Spiritual renewals like Cursillo, Charismatic Renewal, Marriage Encounter, RENEW 
and Eucharistic Adoration have deepened our relationship with the Lord Jesus. We want to make 
the love of Jesus known because he has become the center of our lives! How can we keep from 
singing? 

      The Lord tells us: “Fear is useless, what is needed is trust.” We may be uncomfortable 
inviting others to join us for prayer. But we need to push through our shyness and fear of 
rejection. We are all empowered through our baptism and confirmation in the Holy Spirit, to take 
on the task of proclaiming the love of Christ. We do so by our actions, but by our words as well.    
We need to have both in order to attract people to Christ. The best way to do this is one to one. 
Let’s be bold enough to gently invite our friends, neighbors, and relatives to join us as we 
prepare for Mass. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you develop an evangelical mentality. After all, 
that’s how Christianity spread throughout the world from its beginnings. 

“Go out to all the world and proclaim the good news!” 

Peace, Father Bruce 


